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In Memory of Professor Dr. Maryam Mirzakhani 

 

Professor Dr. Maryam Mirzakhani, (born May 12, 1977, Tehran, Iran - died July 14, 

2017, Palo Alto, California, U.S.), Iranian mathematician who became (2014) the first 

woman in the world and the first Iranian to be awarded a Fields Medal. The citation 

for her award recognized “her outstanding contributions to the dynamics and geometry 

of Riemann surfaces and their moduli spaces”. While a teenager, Mirzakhani won gold 

medals in the 1994 and 1995 International Mathematical Olympiads for high-school 

students, attaining a perfect score in 1995. In 1999 she received a B.Sc. degree in 

mathematics from the Sharif University of Technology in Tehran. Five years later she 

earned a Ph.D. from Harvard University for her dissertation Simple Geodesics on 

Hyperbolic Surfaces and Volume of the Moduli Space of Curves. Mirzakhani served 

(2004-08) as a Clay Mathematics Institute research fellow and an assistant professor of 

mathematics at Princeton University. In 2008 she became a professor at Stanford 

University.
1
 May 12, Maryam Mirzakhani's birthday, has been designated as “World 

Women's Day in Mathematics”. 

 

                                                           

1. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Maryam-Mirzakhani 




